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Filed for intro on  06/20/2001

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 568
By  Hargrove

A RESOLUTION To recognize and honor Chaplain (Colonel)
Charles W. McCaskey upon the occasion of his
retirement from the United States Army.

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that the members of this legislative body should honor

those public servants who in their years of military service have performed with the utmost

courage, devotion, and integrity; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain (Colonel) Charles W. McCaskey is most assuredly one such

public servant who is richly deserving of this body’s commendation; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain McCaskey will be retiring from the United States Army on the 30th

of September 2001 after thirty-four years of honorable and steadfast service to his country; and

WHEREAS, The son of Robert D. and Lona Fay McCaskey, Charles McCaskey was

born on September 1, 1941 in Holly Creek, Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, A remarkable scholar, he is a 1959 graduate of Gray High School; he

received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Bethel College in 1963, a Master of Divinity Degree
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from Memphis Theological Seminary in 1966, and a Doctorate in New Testament Theology with

an emphasis in Ethics from the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 1977; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain Charles W. McCaskey has completed advanced course work in

Suicide Prevention at the Menninger Clinic and is a graduate of the Cookeville Police Academy

and Leadership Putnam; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain McCaskey began his distinguished military career with the 45th

Thunderbird Division of the Oklahoma National Guard; he served as Chaplain for the 1/180th

Infantry Battalion in the Selected Reserve Force; and

WHEREAS, In 1973, after moving to Tennessee, he transferred to the Tennessee

National Guard, where he astutely served as Chaplain of the 196th ENG BDE and later the

3/115 Field Artillery Battalion; and

WHEREAS, A highly respected leader, Chaplain Charles W. McCaskey has served as

Brigade Chaplain for the 196th ENG BDE, as the Regimental Chaplain with the 278th ACR, and

as the Command and Control Chaplain; and

WHEREAS, For the past eight years, Chaplain McCaskey has conscientiously served as

the State Area Command Chaplain, a position in which he has been responsible for the 11,000

combat soldiers in the Tennessee Army National Guard and the twenty chaplains and twenty

chaplain assistants located across this State; and

WHEREAS, During the course of his illustrious career with the Tennessee Army National

Guard, he has served as Chaplain for every major command in Tennessee, achieved the rank

of Colonel in the Tennessee Army National Guard, and served on the National Guard Reserve

Advisory Council; he has also been awarded the prestigious Meritorious Service Medal with two

Oak Leaf Clusters; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his military responsibilities, Chaplain Charles W. McCaskey

has diligently served as the Pastor of the 1st Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Cookeville for
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twenty-four years; there, he has earned the respect of his congregation and all the community

as a whole for his enthusiasm, faith, and compassion; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain McCaskey has served with distinction as an ordained minister of

the Cumberland Presbyterian Church since 1963; and

 WHEREAS, A man of stalwart commitment and great faith, he has served in several key

leadership positions in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, including serving as the Stated

Clerk for the Murfreesboro Presbytery and the Tennessee Synod of the Cumberland

Presbyterian Church; he is a past member and Chair of the Board of Trustees for Bethel

College; a member of the Presbyterian Council on Chaplains for PCUSA, Cumberland

Presbyterian, and Associate Reformed Presbyterian; Chair of the Campus Ministry Council for

PCUSA and Cumberland Presbyterian in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain Charles W. McCaskey is wholly committed to the noble precepts

of public service that have earned Tennessee recognition as the “Volunteer State”; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain McCaskey is an active and valuable member of his community; a

Rotarian since 1968, he has served as President of the Ada, Oklahoma Rotary Club and the

Cookeville Noon Day Rotary Club; he has also chaired the Putnam County United Way and the

Cookeville Ministerial Association and served as a member of the Board of Directors for the Red

Cross and Habitat for Humanity; and

WHEREAS, He is blessed with the love and companionship of his wife, Wanda Ownby

McCaskey, and their children, Michael Charles McCaskey and Mary Catherine McCaskey; and

WHEREAS, Chaplain Charles W. McCaskey epitomizes the ideal of the consummate

professional, dedicated spiritual leader, and reliable friend and neighbor; his life of service to

God and humanity stands as a testament to the difference one person can make; and

WHEREAS, This General Assembly finds it appropriate to pause in its deliberations to

acknowledge Chaplain McCaskey for his service to the State of Tennessee and the United

States Armed Forces; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor and recognize Chaplain (Colonel) Charles W. McCaskey

for his meritorious service to the United States of America and the State of Tennessee, the U.S.

Army, and the Tennessee National Guard and their brave men and women.  We also commend

the courage, conviction, and faith with which he has served, and offer our gratitude for his thirty-

four years of service as a military chaplain.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we also extend to Chaplain McCaskey our best

wishes for every future success and happiness.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


